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1. Please give a geographic description of your urbanized area and any unique characteristics or demographics that have changed since the last Federal TMA Certification Review. (e.g. Census boundary changes, new population shifts, housing, and electronic file of the map of your area).
CRTPA Response:  The Capital Region Transportation Planning Agency (CRTPA) is responsible for providing transportation planning services to four North Florida Counties: Gadsden, Jefferson, Leon and Wakulla.  Each of these areas has features that make them unique amongst Florida’s other counties and are described below:

Gadsden County

Gadsden County, Map 1, is located in Northwestern Florida with the City of Quincy serving as the county seat.  The land area of 508 square miles is bounded on the east by the Ochlockonee River, on the west by the Apalachicola River, on the southeast by Lake Talquin and on the north by the State of Georgia.  There are six incorporated municipalities including Chattahoochee, Greensboro, Gretna, Havana, Midway, and Quincy.
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Gadsden County is unique in Florida, in that it is the state's only county with an African American majority population. As of the census of 2010, there were 46,389 people. The 2010 census shows, 16,952 households, and 11,895 families residing in the county with a population density of 89.9 people per square mile. The year 2040 estimate for population has Gadsden County with 51,914 people.  The population of Gadsden County from 2000 to 2015 is shown in Table 1, including population projections through 2040.  Based on Table 1, Gadsden County saw a population increase of 2.8% from 2000 to 2010.  Since 2010 the population of Gadsden County has increased by 4%.
Table 1- Gadsden County Population

	Year
	2000
	2005
	2010
	2015
	2020
	2025
	2030
	2035
	2040

	Gadsden
	45,087
	45,587 
	46,389
	48,315
	49,178
	49,989
	50,732
	51,432
	51,914


In 2003, a portion Gadsden County was included in the Planning Area boundary as the Tallahassee-Leon County Metropolitan Planning Organization expanded into the Capital Region Transportation Planning Agency (CRTPA).  This area included the Town of Havana and Cities of Midway and Quincy.  In 2007, the CRTPA voted to expand again to match the boundaries of the Tallahassee Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which includes all of Gadsden County.

Gadsden County is also home to the Lake Talquin State Recreational Area with access points to the Ochlockonee Paddling Trail (upper and lower):

Lake Talquin State Recreational Area 

http://www.fl-dof.com/state_forests/lake_talquin.html

Ochlockonee Paddling Trail (upper and lower)

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/ochlockonee_upper.htm

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/designated_paddle/lOchlock_guide.pdf
Jefferson County
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Known as the Keystone County, Jefferson County, Map 2, is the only Florida County that reaches from Georgia to the Gulf of Mexico. The county was chartered in 1827 while Florida was a Territory.  The county has a total area of 637 square miles of which, 598 square miles of it is land and 39 square miles is water.  As of 2015, there were 14,519 people residing in Jefferson County.  The 2010 census shows 5,646 households, and 3,798 families residing in the county with a population density of 22 people per square mile. There were 6,632 housing units at an average density of 24.3 per square mile.

The City of Monticello serves as the County Seat and is the only incorporated municipality within Jefferson County.
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Jefferson County serves as the eastern border of the Florida Department of Transportation’s District 3.

The estimated population of Jefferson County in the year 2040 is 15,466.   The population of Jefferson County from 2000 to 2015 is shown in Table 2, including population projections through 2040.  Based on Table 2, Jefferson County saw a population increase of 12.6% from 2000 to 2010 with an approximate reduction of 2% from 2010 to 2015.
In 2007, the CRTPA voted to expand again to match the boundaries of the Tallahassee Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which includes all of Jefferson County.

Table 2 - Jefferson County Population
	Year
	2000
	2005
	2010
	2015
	2020
	2025
	2030
	2035
	2040

	Jefferson
	12,902
	14,205 
	14,761
	14,519
	14,825
	15,072
	15,244
	15,372
	15,466


Jefferson County is also home to Letchworth-Love Mounds Archaeological State Park:

http://www.floridastateparks.org/letchworthmounds/default.cfm

Leon County

Originally part of Escambia and later Gadsden County, Leon County, Map 3, was created in 1824.  The only incorporated municipality in Leon County is the City of Tallahassee.  The county has a total area of 702 square miles, of which, 667 square miles is land and 35 square miles is water.  As of the census of 2010, there were 275,487 people residing in Leon County.  The 2010 census shows 110,954 households, and 60,908 families residing in the county with a population density of 426.5 (2015) people per square mile. Leon County is home of two major Florida universities; Florida State University and Florida A&M University.  In addition to being the state Capital, Leon County also has the highest level of education in all of Florida.

The estimated population of Leon County in the year 2040 is 350,151.   The population of Leon County from 2000 to 2015 is shown in Table 3, including population projections through 2040.  Based on Table 3, Leon County saw a population increase of 13.1% from 2000 to 2010 and an increase of 3.25% from 2010 to 2015.
Table 3 - Leon County Population

	Year
	2000
	2005
	2010
	2015
	2020
	2025
	2030
	2035
	2040

	Leon
	239,452
	263,900 
	275,487
	284,443
	301,530
	316,486
	328,887
	339,682
	350,151


Leon County and the City of Tallahassee were the original members of the first Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) that was established in 1977.  Since that time the MPO has expanded twice; once in 2003 and a second time in 2007.  Future population projections indicate that Tallahassee and Leon County will continue to be the major attractor for the region and will carry 75% of the population in the region.

Leon County is home to several state parks, the state Capitol Building, Apalachicola National Forest.

State Parks

Alfred B Maclay State Park - http://www.floridastateparks.org/maclaygardens/default.cfm
Desoto Site

Natural Bridge Battlefield - http://www.floridastateparks.org/naturalbridge/default.cfm
Lake Jackson Mounds - http://www.floridastateparks.org/lakejacksonmounds/default.cfm
Lake Talquin State Park - http://www.floridastateparks.org/laketalquin/default.cfm
Bike Trails

Alfred B. Maclay Gardens State Park Trails

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/alfred_b.htm
Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park - The Red Bug Trail

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/Redbug_trail.htm
Leon Sinks Geological Area

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/leon_sinks.htm
Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/miccosukee_canopy_rd.htm
Munson Hills Off-Road Bicycle Trail

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/munson.htm
Tallahassee-St. Marks Historic Railroad State Trail

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/tallahassee_stmarks.htm
Ochlockonee Paddling Trail (upper and lower)

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/ochlockonee_upper.htm

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/designated_paddle/lOchlock_guide.pdf
Wakulla County

Wakulla County, Map 4, was created in 1843 and has two incorporated cities; St. Marks and Sopchoppy with Crawfordville (the only unincorporated County Seat among Florida's 67 counties) serving as the County Seat.  Wakulla County has a total area of 736 square miles of which, 607 square miles of it is land and 129 square miles is water.  As of the census of 2010, there were 30,776 people residing in Wakulla County.  The 2000 census shows 10,490 households, and 7,591 families residing in the county with a population density of 51.6 (2015) people per square mile.
Although Wakulla County does not have a high population, it is one of the fastest growing Counties in Florida.  The estimated population of Wakulla County in the year 2040 is 40,726.   The population of Wakulla County from 2000 to 2015 is shown in Table 4, including population projections through 2040.  Based on Table 4, Wakulla County saw a population increase of 25% from 2000 to 2010 and a 2% increase from 2010 to 2015.
Table 4 - Wakulla County Population

	Year
	2000
	2005
	2010
	2015
	2020
	2025
	2030
	2035
	2040

	Wakulla
	22,863
	26,432
	30,776
	31,283
	33,524
	35,586
	37,427
	39,131
	40,726


In 2003, a portion Wakulla County was included in the Planning Area boundary as the Tallahassee-Leon County Metropolitan Planning Organization expanded into the Capital Region Transportation Planning Agency (CRTPA).  This area included the property between Woodville Highway and Crawfordville Road south to US 98.  In 2007, the CRTPA voted to expand again to match the boundaries of the Tallahassee Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which includes all of Wakulla County.

Wakulla County is home to several recreational areas including:

Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park

Wakulla Springs is one of the world's largest freshwater springs, both in terms of depth and water flow. In 1974, the water flow was measured at 1.23 billion gallons per day—the greatest recorded flow ever for a single spring.

http://www.floridastateparks.org/wakullasprings/default.cfm

Ochlockonee River State Park

http://www.floridastateparks.org/ochlockoneeriver/default.cfm

San Marcos de Apalache Historic State Park

http://www.floridastateparks.org/sanmarcos/default.cfm
Apalachicola National Forest — The Florida Trail

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/apalachicola.htm
Ochlockonee River (Lower) Canoe Trail 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/designated_paddle/lOchlock_guide.pdf
Sopchoppy River Canoe Trail

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/sopchoppy.htm
St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge - Mounds Pool Interpretive Trail 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/stmarks_NWR_moundspool.htm
Tallahassee-St. Marks State Trail

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/tallahassee_stmarks.htm
Wakulla River Canoe Trail

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/regions/panhandleeast/trails/wakulla.htm
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