I.
Environment
1.
Does the LRTP provide specific project-level information from the planning process, such as clear project descriptions, purpose and need statements for each project, anticipated project milestones for each phase, and funding source information?

CRTPA Response:  All projects that are in the Cost Feasible Plan have individual project information sheets that include; Project Description, Project Attributes, Nearby Projects, Community Features, Existing Facilities, Planned Facilities, and a Map.

The individual Project sheets can be found in Chapter 6, of the RMP Report, or using the link below:

http://www.crtpa.org/files/112726457.pdf
In the Cost Feasible Plan, the project information includes the project listed by rank order along with the Year of Expenditure (YOE) cost based on the “tier” that the project is assigned.  Additionally, the cost of the project is identified as being in one of three categories.  For roadway projects the categories are OA (Other Arterial), SIS (Strategic Intermodal System), or BP (Blueprint 2000).  For Bike and Pedestrian projects the categories are with CRTPA (SU funding) or BP (Blueprint 2000).
2.
To what extent does the MPO participate in defining a project’s Purpose and Need that is used to determine the range of reasonable alternatives to be considered in the environmental process?

CRTPA Response:  This effort began with the development of the Connections 2040 RMP through the provision of individual project pages that provide enough information to develop a Purpose and Needs Statement.  

The individual Project sheets can be found in Chapter 6, of the RMP Report, or using the link below:

http://www.crtpa.org/files/112726457.pdf
3.
How does the existing consultation process address environmental mitigation activities? (Include consultation by State, Tribal, and local agencies responsible for land-use management, natural resources, environmental protection, conservation, and historic preservation).  
CRTPA Response:  The CRTPA’s consultation process addresses environmental mitigation activities through the agency’s Efficient Transportation Decision Making Process (ETDM).  As a metropolitan planning organization, the CRTPA’s ETDM responsibility is coordinating entrance of projects into the ETDM process at the planning stage.  Such projects are reviewed by state and local agencies responsible for land use management, natural resources, environmental protection, conservation and historic preservation (members of the Environmental Technical Advisory Team or ETAT).   Commitments made regarding future project development activities are recorded through the ETDM process.  ETDM eligible projects that receive funding (i.e. are programmed in the State Work Program) are released by the FDOT as that agency is the lead.  The CRTPA participates in this process by providing comments through the ETAT process as well as working with the agency during development of the purpose and need statement.  An example of this process includes the recent review of the Quincy Bypass Southern Loop (SR 267 to US 90) PD&E Study.  The CRTPA reviewed this project and provided comments in November 2016.   

4.
Discuss how the MPO consults with the state and local agencies during the transportation planning process.

CRTPA Response:  Consultation with state and local agencies occurs throughout the transportation planning process.  Through representation on the agency’s Board as well as the CRTPA Technical Advisory and Citizens Multimodal Advisory Committees, state and local agencies remain involved and informed on all aspects of the transportation planning process including: Long Range Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program and priority project list development.   Furthermore, specific projects are continually coordinated with state and local agencies through various project meetings and reviews.  Such coordination includes agency representation on the project teams as well as notification of upcoming project meetings.   
